North Jersey Astronomical Group





Constitution








Article I					Name and Purpose





The name of this Corporation shall be the "North Jersey Astronomical Group."  (hereafter referred to as "the Group."  The Purpose of the Group shall be to promote the study and knowledge of the science of astronomy.








Article II, Section 1		Qualifications for Membership





Any person who fulfills the age requirements as set forth in the Group's By-Laws, who has an expressed interest in the science of astronomy or its related fields shall be eligible to join this Group.  Such an individual may join upon payment of the annual dues and acceptance of the provisions of this Constitution and By-Laws.








Article II, Section 2		Classifications of Membership





There shall be four classes of membership: Individual, Family, Honorary and Lifetime.  Dues and privileges of each class of membership shall be set forth in the Group's By-Laws.








Article II, Section 3		Dues





Dues shall be payable annually.  The rates of assessment shall be reviewed as deemed necessary by the officers of this organization.  Any member who is in arrears by more than two months, without notification of intent to pay, shall be considered an inactive member, and will be excluded from the use of the observatory facilities until his financial obligation to the club has been satisfied.








Article III, Section 1		Officers





The officers of this Group shall be a President, a Vice-President, a Treasurer, a Recording Secretary and a Corresponding Secretary.  All officers shall hold office for a term of one year, or until their successors have been elected.  All officers excluding the  President may be re-elected without limit to the number of terms served.  The President may serve an unlimited number of terms provided no more than two be served consecutively.





Article III, Section 2		Nominating Committee





A Nominating Committee of three members shall be appointed by the President at the November business meeting of the Group.  Members of the Nominating Committee shall not be officers of the Group.  The recommendations of the Nominating Committee, together with the nominations from the floor, shall be announced at such time as the elections are held.








Article III, Section 3		Elections





Elections of officers shall be held at the January business meeting of the Group.  Simple majority shall elect.  All successful candidates shall take office at the February business meeting.  Elections will be held by secret ballot, administered by the Nominating Committee.  Secret ballot may be waived if all candidates are running unopposed.








Article III, Section 4		Vacancies





A vacancy of office shall be filled by appointment of the President.  The appointee shall serve in a Pro-Tem capacity, until confirmed by a majority vote at the next regular business meeting, or until a special election can be held.








Article III, Section 5		Removal from Office





A person may be removed from office by a two-thirds vote of the voting members present at the business meeting, provided that this person is given five day notice prior to such vote.








Article IV, Section 1		Meetings





Business meetings of the Group shall be held on the second Wednesday of each month, not to conflict with holidays.








Article IV, Section 2		Executive Meetings





Executive meetings of the Group shall be held at the discretion of the officers.  Any matters voted on by the executive committee will be carried by a simple majority vote of the officers.  The executive committee may authorize expenditures of club funds not to exceed the limit voted on by the Group at the January business meeting.  





ARTICLE IV, SECTION 3		Special Meetings





Special meetings of the Group shall be held as necessary at:





1.	The call of the President, or his delegated representative.





2.	The request of any 10 members, provided that 5 days notice be given to all members.








ARTICLE V, SECTION 1		QUORUM





A quorum for conducting business of the Group shall be set forth in the Group's By-Laws.  If at a business meeting, a quorum is not present then the meeting will be canceled.








�ARTICLE V, SECTION 2		VOTING PROCEDURES





Except for election of officers and instances where the majority requests a secret ballot, any question put to a vote at a business or special meeting shall be decided by a voice vote, or upon proper request, division by a show of hands.  Where division or secret ballot is called for, the Recording Secretary shall tally and announce the result.  Voting by proxy is not permitted.








ARTICLE V, SECTION 3		PARLIAMENTARY PROCEDURES





Unless otherwise specified in the Group's Constitution or By-Laws, Robert's Rules of Order shall govern in all matters or parliamentary procedure.








ARTICLE VI				FIDUCIARY





The President and the Treasurer shall be the only persons to access any and all bank accounts maintained by the Group.








ARTICLE VII				AMENDMENTS





Notice of intent to amend this Constitution must be presented in writing at the previous meeting of the Group.  No vote shall be taken within five days of introduction, and prior notice to amend shall be given to all members of the Group.  Amendments shall be effective after approval by two-thirds of the members present at a business meeting of the Group, or three-fourths of the members present at a special meeting of the Group.





ARTICLE VIII				DISSOLUTION





Upon the dissolution of the Group, assets shall be distributed for one or more exempt purposes within the meaning of Section 501(c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code or the corresponding section of any succeeding federal tax code, or shall be distributed to the Federal Government, or state or local government, for a public purpose.  Any such assets not so disposed of shall be disposed of by the Court of Common Pleas of the county in which the principle office of the corporation is then located, exclusively for such purpose or to such organization(s), as said Court shall determine, which are organized and operated exclusively for such purpose.








�ARTICLE IX				RATIFICATION





Ratification of the Constitution and accompanying By-Laws will be conducted by the President or his delegated representative in the following manner:





1.	A copy of the proposed Constitution and By-Laws shall be made available to each member.





2.	After copies of the proposed Constitution and By-Laws are made available, at least one month must elapse before a vote is taken.





3.	At the next business meeting that fulfills the aforementioned criteria, a vote will be taken by show of hands unless a majority of members present request a secret ballot.  There shall be no proxy votes.





4.	This Constitution and accompanying By-Laws shall take effect immediately following approval by two-thirds of voting members present at the business meeting and shall supersede all previous Constitution and By-Laws.





